By the term hydronephrosis is meant a dilatation of the kidney in consequence of obstruction to the outflow of urine from that organ. Under these circumstances the renal tissue continues its secretion, which, by gradual pressure, produces a progressive expansion of its proper substance, together with its pelvis, at the same time causing an atrophy of the secretory structure, so that in course of time the organ becomes converted into a cyst, which may be of enormous dimensions, containing in it3 earlier stages urine, somewhat altered owing to the abnormal conditions of its secretion, but in the later stages a fluid which is often of a brownish or dirty-vellow colour, and gives but little evidence of its being urinary secretion at all, urea being sometimes entirely absent, owing to the extensive destructive alteration of the secreting portion of the organ, while traces Another mistake which is perhaps even easier to make is to confuse the swelling with a largely distended gall bladder. Here, however, the cyst will be more rounded or pyriform in shape, will be more superficial and usually not on the loin at all, and will usually move freely on respiration.
As, however, has been mentioned above, the most typical symptom of a hydronephrotic cyst is sudden diminution in its size with a copious passage of urine, and when thus observed by a competent person the diagnosis is certain.
A hydronephrotic kidney usually calls for active 
